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The Scottish Parliament is in dissolution until after the election on 3 May 2007.
Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Barry Sheerman [132003]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps he is taking to minimise the migration to the UK of unskilled workers.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Government’s Five Year Strategy on Asylum and Immigration, published in February 2005, stated that existing low-skilled migration schemes for non-EEA nationals would be phased out in the light of the availability of workers from the enlarged European Union. The quota for Seasonal Agricultural Workers Scheme (SAWS) was cut from 25,000 in 2004 to 16,250 in the following three years. The quota for the Sectors Based Scheme (SBS) was cut from 20,000 in 2003-04 to 15,000 in 2004-05 and to 3,500 in the following years with the termination of the SBS quota for the hospitality sector altogether in July 2005.

The Government have subsequently announced that the SAWS will be phased out in 2010 and, in the meantime, both the SAWS and the SBS will move to being restricted to Bulgarian and Romanian nationals while quota restrictions on those countries nationals' access to low skilled work in the United Kingdom are in force.

Reply continues on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
The Government have stated that if there is a need to admit non-EEA nationals to meet labour shortages at low skill levels in particular sectors in the future, quota-based schemes will be established under Tier 3 of the Points Based System for this purpose. It will for the Migration Advisory Committee to identify whether there is a case for doing so for any particular sector. Following the recent expansion of the EU and the continuing restrictions on low skilled labour from Romania and Bulgaria, a Tier 3 scheme is unlikely to be needed in the short-term.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070423/text/70423w0024.htm#07042333000039 

Barry Sheerman [132002]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps he is taking to promote the migration to the UK of skilled workers.

Reply from Liam Byrne: There are a number of existing schemes to facilitate the entry of skilled workers to the UK labour market, the primary ones being the highly skilled migrant programme and the work permit system.

A new points-based system, which will apply to all work and study routes, will be phased in from early 2008.

Tier 1 of the system, which caters for highly skilled migrants such as scientists and entrepreneurs, will be launched at the beginning of 2008;

Tier 2, targeting skilled workers with a job offer and Tier 5, for youth mobility and temporary workers, will come on line in the third quarter of 2008; and

Tier 4, for students, will follow at the beginning of 2009.

A system of sponsorship by employers and educational institutions to ensure compliance with the immigration rules is also being introduced as part of the new system at the beginning of next year.

The points-based system will enable the Government to manage migration to the UK more effectively, tackle abuse and attract the most talented workers into the UK economy.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070423/text/70423w0024.htm#07042333000040 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3336]: What consideration they are giving to implementing arrangements for the judicial oversight of all decisions to detain asylum seekers, as practised in other European Union member states.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: We remain firmly of the viewthat detention for immigration purposes under Article 5(1)(f) of the ECHR does not require judicial oversight. Detainees have access to judicial review and habeas corpus and this satisfies the Article 5(4) requirement that detained persons should be able to bring proceedings before a court to challenge the lawfulness of their detention.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70424w0001.htm#07042426000013 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Keith Vaz [106188]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) how many staff in his Department are working on establishing and maintaining the new system of restrictions on workers from Romania and Bulgaria;

(2) [106189] what estimate has been made of the cost to his Department of establishing and maintaining the new system of restrictions on workers from Romania and Bulgaria.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Firstly I wish to apologise for the delay in responding.

There is a dedicated Home Office unit, based in Sheffield, responsible for establishing and maintaining the new scheme to maintain limits on access to the labour market by nationals of Bulgaria and Romania, and issuing documentation to those who meet the necessary criteria. They were assisted in the initial establishment of their work by colleagues from around the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) as preparations were made to reflect the accession of the two countries in all aspects of IND’s work.

The costs of establishing the scheme are estimated to be approximately £1.6 million, broken down as follows:

£ million
Scheme set-up costs

1.11

Informing employers

0.24

Informing Bulgarian and Romanian nationals

0.23

Estimated costs for running this scheme for 2007 are £1.45 million. This is in addition to the £1.6 million for establishing the scheme detailed above.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070423/text/70423w0024.htm#07042333000041 
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3308]: Whether they will discontinue the detention of vulnerable immigrants, with serious mental and physical conditions, who are determined to have been previously the victims of torture.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Certain persons are normally considered suitable for detention in only exceptional circumstances. Elderly persons, pregnant women, those suffering from serious medical conditions or who are otherwise mentally ill and those where there is independent evidence to show that they have been tortured are included among those who would usually be considered unsuitable for detention.

Detaining officers will always consider on a case-by-case basis whether detention is appropriate in any particular case.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70424w0001.htm#07042426000014



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Berkeley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3164]: In respect of United Kingdom immigration staff at the Eurostar terminal in Paris (a) what is the normal complement of immigration officers; (b) how many officers normally operate within the passport checking booths; (c) how many booths are provided for them; (d) what is the average and longest delay times to passengers caused by any lack of United Kingdom immigration staff; (e) whether there is any target delay time for passengers queuing for United Kingdom immigration checks; and (f) what action has been taken to request additional booths in which to deploy extra staff.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The information requested in (a), (b) and (c) cannot be disclosed as this could provide information of value to those seeking to circumvent immigration controls, thereby prejudicing the prevention and detection of immigration offences.

Internal performance targets on waiting times for non-EEA nationals are set at no more than 45 minutes 100 per cent of the time and no more than 30 minutes 90 per cent of the time. In Paris, passenger waiting times are within these limits. The number of booths open varies in accordance with passenger traffic levels.

The Border and Immigration Agency has signalled to Eurostar the desirability of additional control points in the event of the terminal being re-developed.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70424w0001.htm#07042426000015 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3241]: Whether they will submit evidence to the Independent Asylum Commission.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: As they would for any organisation or group wanting to question aspects of immigration or asylum policy, the Government have agreed to provide written answers to specific questions asked of them.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70424w0002.htm#07042426000016 
Anthony Steen [133181]: What health care provision her Department makes available to victims of human trafficking who have applied for asylum.

Reply from Caroline Flint: Asylum seekers, including those who have been victims of human trafficking, are entitled to free NHS treatment for as long as their applications, including any appeals, are being actively considered by the Home Office. Any ongoing treatment will continue free of charge for unsuccessful applicants until their removal from the United Kingdom.

Anthony Steen: Trafficked women inevitably display mental as well as physical damage. Can the Minister guarantee that all victims who have applied for asylum will receive mental health support, some kind of counselling, and psychological care—not just to help them gain security and confidence as required by article 12 of the Council of Europe convention on action against trafficking in human beings, which the Government signed only last month, but to help the criminal authorities pursue traffickers?
Question and answer session continues on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page
Reply from Caroline Flint: I pay tribute to the work done by the hon. Gentleman as chair of the all-party parliamentary group on trafficking of women and children..

People who have been trafficked and who claim asylum can gain access to mental health services, but the Department, along with colleagues in the Home Office, intends to review access to health services for foreign nationals. We hope to report in October this year. As the hon. Gentleman will know, as part of the action plan to which the Government are committed and following the signing of the convention, we are examining ways of preventing trafficking and identifying its victims, as well as considering what services are needed. The POPPY project, which we have funded, now has funds to provide an outreach service, which will be very important to the many agencies that will play a role in supporting the needs primarily of women, and in some cases of children.

Ann Cryer: I am delighted by my hon. Friend’s reply. It is comforting to know that trafficked women will be given that level of care, but what provision will there be for people who are in the country on visitors’ visas?

Reply from Caroline Flint: I thank my hon. Friend, who I know takes a huge interest in this issue. I should make clear that my original answer related to those who have been trafficked and are claiming asylum. As for my hon. Friend’s question about visitors’ visas, emergency treatment is available to those who present themselves provided that it has priority over establishment of their status or ability to pay. That underpins the way in which we run our health service.

There are issues involving people who should be paying and the reclaiming of funds. I understand that the Minister of State, my right hon. Friend the Member for Doncaster, Central (Ms Winterton) and colleagues across Government are examining a range of issues relating to health service access for foreign nationals, which may include insurance issues.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070424/debtext/70424-0003.htm#07042428000022 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3307]: Whether the detention of children for the purpose of immigration control is compatiblewith children's right to liberty and the United Kingdom's international human rights obligations; and what action they propose to take to provide minimum safeguards to ensure that the rights of children are not infringed.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Children are detained under immigration Act powers in two limited circumstances: either as part of family groups whose detention is considered appropriate pending examination or removal or, very exceptionally, in the case of an unaccompanied child whilst alternative care arrangements are made, and normally then just overnight. Detention in these circumstances is in accordance with Article 5(1)(f) of the European Convention on Human Rights.
Reply continues on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
The arrangements to safeguard the welfare of children we detain include the contractual requirements under which removal centres operate and are closely monitored; the professional advice of a seconded senior social worker; the regular review of the detention of each child, which seeks to identify and address any welfare concerns—and which can lead to their release in appropriate cases; the statutory scrutiny, which both HM Chief Inspector of Prisons and the Children's Commissioner provide; and the work of the independent monitoring boards—which have a statutory role to visit and report on the conditions for and treatment of immigration detainees.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70426w0002.htm#07042636000017 
Barry Sheerman [132004]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what checks are carried out to assess the employability of non-EU citizens applying to enter the UK.

Reply from Kim Howells: I have been asked to reply. 
There are a number of schemes under which non-EU nationals can apply to work in the UK. Details of these, including the requirements and evidence which should be submitted, can be found on the UKvisas website (www.ukvisas.gov.uk). Two of the largest schemes are Work Permits and the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP) and details of the requirements and processes of these are given.

Non-EU nationals can also be permitted to work if they enter the UK under a long-term category, such as husband/wife/partner, though there is no requirement for them to demonstrate their employability in order for entry clearance to be issued.

Work Permits
If a non-EU citizen is required to have a work permit to apply to enter the UK, their UK-based employer, as part of the work permit application process, is required to:

demonstrate that the non-EU citizen has the skills, qualifications and experience to enable them to do the job on offer (except under the Sectors Based Scheme);

inform the Border and Immigration Agency how they verified the non-EU citizen’s qualifications and skills for most Business and Commercial and Training and Work Experience applications; and

demonstrate that the non-EU citizen has appropriate registration with a UK professional organisation, for example, the Nursing and Midwifery Council or the General Medical Council, where that is required by legislation.

The employer is required to provide supporting documentation. The Border and Immigration Agency may request original documents where copies have been supplied and, if necessary, check their authenticity.

A work permit holder must apply for entry clearance before travelling to the UK. This will be granted provided the Entry Clearance Officer is satisfied that the applicant:

holds a valid work permit and is capable of undertaking the employment specified;

is not below the age of 13 years;
Reply continues on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
does not intend to take employment except as specified on the work permit;

intends to leave the UK on expiry of the work permit (where a work permit is due to expire within 12 months); and

is able to be maintained and accommodated (and any dependants) adequately without recourse to public funds.

HSMP
The HSMP is a points based immigration route. If a non-EU citizen wishes to enter the UK as a highly skilled migrant they must demonstrate their highly skilled status by scoring 75 points across the following areas:

qualifications held;

previous earnings;

age; and

UK experience.

Applicants must also demonstrate that they hold English language skills to the required level. Successful HSMP applicants do not require a prior offer of employment to enter the UK.

When considering HSMP applications, the Border and Immigration Agency requests original documents and, where necessary, checks their authenticity.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070425/text/70425w0010.htm#07042556000098
Jim Cunningham (132659): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what criteria his Department uses for granting people political asylum in the UK.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70423w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (134354): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what representations his Department has received on the proposed new points-based system of immigration from community groups who will be affected.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70426w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (134355): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what discussions his Department has had with representatives of foreign governments on the implications of the proposed new points-based immigration system.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70426w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (134356): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether he plans to implement the new points-based immigration system retrospectively.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70426w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (134357): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment his Department has made of immigration systems used in other countries.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70426w01.htm


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Keith Vaz (134358): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment he has made of the likely impact of the new points-based immigration system on the (a) lower-skilled and (b) unskilled job sectors.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70426w01.htm 

Ashok Kumar (134804): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many failed asylum seekers have committed suicide in the UK before being deported in the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70427w01.htm 
Ashok Kumar (134954): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what support is provided to failed asylum seekers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70427w01.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motion
David Davies (1364) Eastern European Workers in Britain - That this House congratulates the BBC for its in-depth investigation into the exploitation of Eastern European workers in Britain; notes Deputy Chief Constable Grahame Maxwell's contention that the conditions faced by many such workers are tantamount to modern day slavery; understands that thousands of Eastern European immigrants are being paid less than the minimum wage, are having illegal deductions taken from their pay, and are facing unacceptable and unsafe working conditions; and calls on the Government to take immediate action, and if necessary introduce emergency legislation, to prevent these abuses from continuing.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70426e01.htm 

Press Release 
Nationwide Review Of Asylum System Told That Detainees Are “Treated Like Animals”

http://www.independentasylumcommission.org.uk/files/020407_press_release.pdf 

News
Asylum family back in city after 55 days   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1347838.0.asylum_family_back_in_city_after_55_days.php
NHS Tayside to target migrant workers    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/24/newsstory9605175t0.asp


	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
The Poles get my vote for service with a smile   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=629312007
Working migrants should stay - poll   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/national_news/index.var.69015.0.working_migrants_should_stay_poll.php?

Account helps Poles apart   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/25/newsstory9610702t0.asp
Migrants boost British economy but worry voters   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=636932007
Migrants 'deceived and exploited'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6593321.stm
Migrants suffering 'modern slavery'   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/national_news/index.var.69487.0.migrants_suffering_modern_slavery.php
Eastern influx helps boost Scotland’s population  

 http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1359187.0.0.php
Making moves of support for the new Scots    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1359141.0.0.php
Welcome to new Scots   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1359146.0.0.php
Scottish people power on increase   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=scottish-people-power-on-increase--%26method=full%26objectid=18971702%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
European incomers prop up Scotland's falling population   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=649252007
Heard the one about a Polish comedy trio?   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=651772007
Immigration figures 'are false'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2068100,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
New publication
Not Enough Understanding? Student Experiences of Diversity in UK Universities    

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects/Not%20Enough%20Understanding%20-%20final.pdf
News
Schools 'must teach Britishness'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/6294643.stm
£4m boost for race relations   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=626882007
TOP



	Race Equality
News
Plans to recruit more police officers from ethnic minorities   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1359173.0.0.php
Police may force ethnic minority promotions   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=649192007
Equality rules win backing   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=652112007
TOP



	Racism
News
Pupils debate race equality   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=631102007
Bruce Lee jibe ruled 'not racist'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6588799.stm
Peterhead man is fined after racist rant at Polish bar boss   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17174390&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
TOP



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Websites

VoteScotland
http://www.votescotland.com/stv/CCC_FirstPage.jsp
About My Vote

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/pcsearch/EntryPage.cfm
MEMO+

How to use your vote

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Briefing/07iii_MEMO+_How_to_use_your_vote.doc 

The Parties and their Policies

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Briefing/07iv_MEMO+_The_Parties_and_their_Policies.doc 

News

Laying down the law and order priorities   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=620302007


	Election

News (continued)
Will efficiency savings be enough to pay for manifesto wish-lists   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1349645.0.0.php
Battle for leafy suburbia is far from sedate   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1349653.0.0.php
Pro-Union advert ‘unlawful’    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1349656.0.0.php
Battle hots up for 300,000 don't knows   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=626182007
Focus of the world's media turns to Scotland   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=625962007
Election diary   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=626992007
Parties' poll pledges 'too costly'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=626192007
Parties put law and order policy up for police scrutiny   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=631472007
A vote for sport: parties' promises   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=634872007
City in postal voting chaos   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=632262007
Delays over postal votes   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=635022007
Possible delays in poll results

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17159897&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693 

Hardly the hand of friendship   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=634962007
Political DVD targets church   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=638722007



	Election

News (continued)
Final week poll push for parties    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6593971.stm
Election in the balance   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1355570.0.0.php
Now our destiny lies with the don’t-knows   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1359144.0.0.php
All to play for' ahead of polls    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6598039.stm
A few hot tips for the hurdles at Holyrood   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=651222007
Endorsmania takes over as parties battle for supporters  

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1362259.0.0.php
Star backers who fail to rock the vote   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1362266.0.0.php
Six days away from history?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=655212007
'A vote for change is a leap of faith. It's a leap this newspaper is prepared to make'   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362928.0.ba_vote_for_change_is_a_leap_of_faith_its_a_leap_this_newspaper_is_prepared_to_makeb.php
The X Factor   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362889.0.the_x_factor.php
8% Lead for Nationalists - 10% swing to Salmond - 20% of Labour seats lost   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362947.0.8_lead_for_nationalists_10_swing_to_salmond_20_of_labour_seats_lost.php
The State of Maggie's Union   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362948.0.the_state_of_maggies_union.php
Banned Brothers   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362933.0.banned_brothers.php



	Election

News (continued)
The Panel   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362939.0.the_panel.php
Leaders' Last Words   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362919.0.leaders_last_words.php
On the road to making history   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=659502007
What happens after the polls close on May 3?   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=659932007
Time for a new vision   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=659732007
You think it's all over on election night? Think again   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=660112007
Voters who ask a silly question, get a chilling answer   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=659792007
Business must get vocal in fight for post-election basics   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=659092007
Is he the champion of democracy? Or a technocrat in charge of the low turnout?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1717322.ece
The isolated Englishman who could yet say ‘aye’ to the Nationalist cause   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1717329.ece
Watch out, I can see Braveheart on the march   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/tim_hames/article1722943.ece
Will local government lack the wisdom of experience?

http://premium.thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=646392007&resource=tssubscrip 

Old order set to lose control   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1720696.ece
Cameron and Goldie unfazed by showing in polls   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1347065.0.0.php



	Election

News (continued)

Tories 'only party with realistic cash plans'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=622252007
Tory leader praises Goldie for campaign   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=631822007
Cameron's 'Scottish auntie' steals the show   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=640692007
Goldie in blast at coalition   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=645612007
'It is an astute tactical move by Ms Goldie'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=651152007
Tory! Tory! Tory! You must hold your nose and vote Labour   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=660132007
Cameron better than Brown 'to save Union'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=660212007
McConnell: SNP ‘sham environmentalists’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1347061.0.0.php
Labour attack Salmond's ability    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6580907.stm
Brown makes city visit as Jack hits out at SNP   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1347887.0.brown_makes_city_visit_as_jack_hits_out_at_snp.php
McConnell: Salmond chose to walk away from Scotland in tough times   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1349720.0.0.php
Get out of jail free thanks to the SNP   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=get-out-of-jail-free-thanks-to-the-snp%26method=full%26objectid=18952791%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Labour slumps to lowest point since Foot   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=626202007
Jack blasts local income tax   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=632882007


	Election

News (continued)
Brown unveils 150 names to back the Union   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1352249.0.0.php
Blair joins election campaign in Scotland   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1352767.0.blair_joins_election_campaign_in_scotland.php
Brown launches Nats attack   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=637162007
Brown warning over SNP "conflict" with Westminster   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1354228.0.0.php
Straight choice between education and independence, says Blair   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1355638.0.0.php
Brown says split is bad business   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=639692007
Straight choice – education or independence, warns Blair   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1356892.0.straight_choice_education_or_independence_warns_blair.php
Jack signals halt to city jobs exodus   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=642552007
McConnell warns of tax upheaval   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1359233.0.0.php
McConnell: Education will be top priority   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1359220.0.0.php
Blair warns of SNP's triple tax grab   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=blair-warns-of-snp%2Ds-triple-tax-grab--%26method=full%26objectid=18971698%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
'Voters are intent on giving Labour a good kicking'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=657262007
Election scuffle as tempers fray    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6603185.stm



	Election

News (continued)
Boyack and Mathers take centre stage   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=652082007
Motherwell is a pigsty, says Jack   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362941.0.motherwell_is_a_pigsty_says_jack.php
Jack McConnell describes his garden as a “sanctuary”. But with the biggest political battle of his career looming, is anywhere safe from Alex Salmond and the SNP?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.1362850.0.jack_mcconnell_describes_his_garden_as_a_sanctuary_but_with_the_biggest_political_battle_of_his_career_looming_is_anywhere_safe_from_alex_salmond_and_the_snp.php
Why Salmond still needs Labour   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=659892007
Desperate Jack begs for votes   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=660002007
Jack: I'm not a natural politician   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=659492007
With the election looking a lost cause, Labour is looking for new blood at the top   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=659832007
Final stages of labour   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1720265.ece
Salmond unveils support from big business    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1347051.0.0.php
Connery set to launch SNP TV   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1347063.0.0.php
Stars take to stage for SNP   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=620512007
SNP efforts to net votes online    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6582019.stm
SNP denies claim donation sparked bus policy change

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17158953&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 


	Election

News (continued)
Salmond fishing for Scots politics' biggest prize   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=638072007
'McConnell must spell out vision for nation'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=622992007
Smart Alex's bet is on long game   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=632302007
I’ll listen more, says Russell as he hopes for a return to the fold    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1352201.0.0.php
SNP surges ahead in poll with four-point lead   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1355621.0.0.php
Independence referendum is now ‘once in a generation’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1355630.0.0.php
Swing to SNP short of giving it an overall majority   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1355636.0.0.php
Labour seizes on Mather’s admission on income tax   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1355637.0.0.php
Income tax takes top billing as SNP accused of blunder   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=641272007
McConnell lags behind Salmond in top job race   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1356925.0.mcconnell_lags_behind_salmond_in_top_job_race.php
SNP rules out quick replay for a 'No' vote referendum   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=643142007
SNP says Labour ‘falling on its face’    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1360360.0.snp_says_labour_falling_on_its_face.php
Nationalists stretch to a nine per cent lead poll over Labour   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=652712007



	Election

News (continued)
Nationalists have a field day   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17186929&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Scientists hit out at risk to research from independence   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1362327.0.0.php
Nats under microscope   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/recordview/tm_headline=nats-under-microscope--%26method=full%26objectid=18979569%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Independence will damage Scots science, experts claim   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=655262007
Independence 'could fuel record growth'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=655202007
Salmond: independence is ‘reverseable’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362945.0.salmond_independence_is_reverseable.php
The press gang up   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362917.0.the_press_gang_up.php
Sentimental Journey   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1362938.0.sentimental_journey.php
Independence 'not one-way street'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6604995.stm
Smart Alex turns into the Braveheart to beat   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1720063.ece
Half of SNP cabinet used cannabis   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1720647.ece
Lib Dems promise Scandinavian-style education for toddlers   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=631672007
Lib Dems launch offensive on Trident rebel   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=637812007


	Election

News (continued)
Lib Dems plan to set NHS waiting times   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=640402007
LibDems claim they are the ‘greenest’   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1356916.0.libdems_claim_they_are_the_greenest.php
Lib Dem leader insists largest party has authority   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=649022007
Positively qualified to roll with the punches  

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1362249.0.0.php
As top two's poll gap refuses to budge, Greens may hold the key   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=621222007
Greens will go for coalition deal  

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=660142007
Scientific Greens find formula for place at the table   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=660242007
We are in with the kids

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/opinion/columnists/rosiekane/ 

Galloway's showing Solidarity   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=632732007
The day George realised Tommy was now carrying the torch   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1355634.0.0.php
Oldies call for own minister   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=652382007
Margo pledge for city jobs   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=632422007
Call for new body to seek more Holyrood powers   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=637842007
TOP



	New Publications
Disclosure Scotland

Disclosure Checks are required for many people intending to do voluntary or paid work with children and Adults at Risk and the Applicant’s Guide to completing a Disclosure Application Form is now available in 

Cantonese
Gujerati
Hindu
Punjabi
Urdu
as well as in English. Braille and audio guides are available on request. Contact Disclosure Scotland info@disclosurescotland.co.uk  / 0870 609 6006
TOP



	Other News
Kirk adds weight to campaign to ditch unfair water charges

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=th&al=t&pid=5758 

Authority says no to travellers' site

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17174086&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Parents dote on mixed-race kids   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/anjana_ahuja/article1723014.ece
Women still losing out after years of equality laws

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1362905.0.women_still_losing_out_after_years_of_equality_laws.php 
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/amend/70320m01.htm
Committee consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/pc053070320.31-37.html 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/082/2007082.pdf 

Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Consultation with civil society (18 May 2007)   

http://eumc.europa.eu/eumc/index.php
(questionnaire at http://fra.europa.eu/fra/material/pub/general/CS_Consultation-0107_en.doc)
Planning Better Outcomes and Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 
(31 May 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/uasc.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 



	Consultations (continued)
** Consultation On Possession of Non-Photographic Visual Depictions of Child Sexual Abuse  (22 June 2007)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1099/0048474.pdf
Commission on Integration and Cohesion (online discussion forum) (no closing date given)
http://forum.communities.gov.uk/cohesion 

TOP



	Job Opportunity

Scottish Executive Policy Executive

Edinburgh

£21,292 - £27,640

Closing date for applications 18 May 2007

This post involves working to Communities Ministers to assist in developing a programme of community engagement with faith communities in order to build relationships and trust with minority faiths and to contribute to the development and implementation of the Anti-Sectarianism Action Plan; and to assist in the Scottish Executive’s response to tackle wider religious intolerance. For more information see:
http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Recruitment/ads/07v18_SE.doc
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
** New or updated this week
Electoral Reform Society Partnership Grants Scheme

Closing date for applications 25 May 2007

Grants of up to £100,000 per year for projects to involve more people in democracy, in particular people from ethnic minority communities, people with disabilities and young people not in formal education. Projects should be designed to Increase people’s confidence so they will take part in all aspects of political decision making, particularly registering to vote, increase their awareness of how local, national and European democracy is organised and how decisions are made; and increase the numbers who register to vote. For information and application form see http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-vote/partnershipgrants.cfm


	Funding Opportunities (continued)
2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)

Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights or an older people’s club in Aberdeen that wants to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Submit an application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. For information contact  the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 or see http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

Equalities Training for Voluntary Organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
8 May 2007 in Paisley (9.30 – 4.30)

Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
The Changing Face of Race Equality

17 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the origins, context and manifestation of racism in our society and the changes in focus before and into the 21st century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Civicus World Assembly

23 – 27 May 2007 in Glasgow

Civicus is a forum for international civil society representatives to meet to exchange ideas and experiences and to build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org/ 

The Gathering

24 – 26 May in Glasgow
The largest charity and voluntary sector event in the UK, bringing together voluntary sector staff, volunteers, community activists. For information see

http://www.scvo.org.uk/gatherscotland/Home/Home.aspx 

BEMIS is providing a limited number of free stalls at the Gathering to enable ethnic minority organisations to promote their projects. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 548 8047 / heather.mcmullen@bemis.org.uk 
** Moving on Up: Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work

24 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.00 – 10.30)

EOC launch of the report of their investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market. For information contact Nicola Swan nicola.swan@eoc.org.uk / 0141 245 1821 or register online at
http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Programme/RegisterOnline.aspx?al=t&f=&EID=1540&ISSCVO=N 

Community Cohesion & the Equality Agenda for the 21st Century

25 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO conference to consider the implications of the Commission for Equality & Human Rights (CEHR) duty to promote “good relations” . It will also explore how the CEHR working in partnership with the voluntary sector can support opportunities to improve relationships and engender meaningful interactions between diverse communities across Scotland. For information contact Linda or Dee 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 
Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Equalities training for voluntary organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
31 May in Dundee (9.30 – 3.30)
Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
** In my own words: services for young children in a multilingual society 
1 June 2007 in Edinburgh
Children in Europe conference to examine how services for young children respond to the diversity of languages spoken in Europe; how they support children in multilingual communities, integrate children with little understanding of the language in principal use and encourage children to learn additional languages. For information see 

http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/tra_tshow.php?ref=981 
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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